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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AORG, OCON, UNESCO, US, XF 

SUBJECT: ADDITION OF ARABIC AS WORKING LANGUAGE TO 
IOC 

REF: STATE 249784 

1. SUBJECT QUESTION INITIALLY DISCUSSED AT OCT. 30 
IOC SESSION WHEN COLLECTIVE ARAB SPONSORED RESOLUTION 
THAT WOULD HAVE AMENDED IOC RULES OF PROCEDURE TO 
INCLUDE ARABIC WAS POSTPONED FOR VOTE UNTIL NOV. 3 OR 4 
PENDING CIRCULATION OF AMENDMENT BY ARGENTINA. LATTER 

AMENDMENT SOMEWHAT VAGUELY DESCRIBED AS ACCEPTING IN- 
CLUSION OF ARABIC "IN PRINCIPLE" BUT WITH ACTUAL IM- 
PLEMENTATION TO AWAIT DETAILED REPORT BY SECRETARIAT 
ON COSTS AND TECHNICAL IMPLICATIONS AND SUBJECT TO 
EITHER NEXT IOC EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING (JUNE, 1976) 

OR NEXT IOC ASSEMBLY IN 1977. 
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2. HEAD OF USDEL TO IOC MEETING (WALLACE) DELIVERED 
INTERVENTION PREPARED BY PERMDEL ON BASIS REFTEL INSTRUC- 
TIONS AND GUIDANCE. FRG ALSO SPOKE AGAINST. COST 
IMPACT OF $70,000 CITED REFTEL WAS VERY USEFUL FACT 

AND IMPRESSED OTHER DELEGATIONS; PARTICULARLY AS IOC 
SECRETARIAT CONFIRMED COST OF $70,000 TO $75,000. 

3. ARABS NOW SEEM ANXIOUS TO SETTLE FOR COMPROMISE 
ALONG LINES OF 18TH GEN. CONFERENCE LAST YEAR WHEN IM- 
PLEMENTATION OF ARABIC DEFERRED FOR 19TH GEN. CONFERENCE 
ON BASIS OF COST INFORMATION TO BE SUPPLIED BY UNESCO 
SECRETARIAT. 

4. PERMDEL BELIEVES IT CONSISTENT WITH DEPARTMENT 
REFTEL INSTRUCTIONS TO SUPPORT ARABIC IN PRINCIPLE BUT 
MAKING ACTUAL IMPLEMENTATION SUBJECT TO FUTURE DE- 
CISION TO BE MADE ON BASIS OF IOC SECRETARIAT-PROVIDED 
INFORMATION. PERMDEL WOULD PROPOSE THAT US SUPPORT A 
COMPROMISE, BUT REPEATING OUR POSITION ALREADY ON 
THIS ASSEMBLY'S RECORD RE SHARING OF COSTS FOR WORK- 
ING LANGUAGES BY RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES CONCERNED. 

5. PLEASE ADVISE. 

RUSH 
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